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UPDATE
WHERE ARE WE HEADING?

T

he climate change issue has absorbed
a lot of energy. This naturally leads to
considerations of alternative energy
sources and a host of other matters.
There are many implications for our environment,
and so it seems timely to tackle some aspects
head-on.
But before continuing, let me record that
Port Macquarie Landcare holds no politically
motivated positions. For that matter, neither
have we adopted any racial, religious, sexual
orientation or similar policies. Our constitution
forbids them all.
Regarding climate change, all I urge is that you
base your opinion on the best evidence available.
By ‘best evidence’, I mean that the sources you
rely upon were qualified to collect and examine
the facts, that their findings were accepted by a
reputable scientific organisation and, preferably,
that they were verified by other qualified people
using the same methodology and obtaining
similar or identical results. These tests go to
the heart of all responsible science, not only
climate change, and they have supported human
progress over centuries.
I have been trying for years to obtain data
from responsibly conducted measurements of
how much energy is required, for example,
to build a wind generator and how much
greenhouse gas is released in doing so. I’m
thinking here of a whole-of life proposition
including mining the raw materials, processing
them into structures, blades and other required
components, then transporting, assembling,
installing and maintaining the device. To make it
fair and comparable, I’d like to be assured that
the measurements were taken using the same
methodology employed to tell us about how
much power we use and how much greenhouse
gas we are generating at home.
Also, because the wind doesn’t blow
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constantly in any one region, we might opt for
quite a few geographically distributed wind
turbines or other devices to achieve a more
uniform production resource. So what would be
the total energy requirement to produce them all
and link them into a grid? How much greenhouse
gas would that release?
It doesn’t stop there. Regardless of how we
distributed the turbines, their electricity would
not meet regular surge demands as can be done
by, for example, coal-generated power stations.
So some form of supplementation would still be
necessary. How much energy would be required
to construct the integrated system, and how
much greenhouse gas would be produced in the
process? How much better off would we be?
The same calculations are needed for solar
collectors, wave-action generators and other
forms of claimed clean energy.
I am not trying to make a case here against
energy from renewable resources. Far from it;
renewable sources hold a lot of appeal, especially
in the face of declining petro-chemical resources
– and that decline must continue regardless of
climatic trends.
However, I am making a case for better and
more comprehensive information to become
available so we can decide whether current
investments in alternative energy are appropriate.
Perhaps the rate of investment needs to be
significantly increased; perhaps not.
For the sake of our climate, our native plants
and animals and our capacity to survive as an
economically viable nation, we have to implement
sensible policies based on valid science.
If you want to look further into this, one
scientific resource is: www.csiro.au/science/
Energy-futures.html
What’s that you say? It’s time to get off
the soapbox? Well, okay. Next time I’ll write
something gentle; it’ll send you to sleep.
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SIDE!

f spending time in a peaceful natural
ural
environment and enjoying the company
mpany of
people from all over the world appeals to
you, National Parks and Wildlife Service may
have just the right volunteer opportunity.
Sea Acres Rainforest Centre is seeking funloving, active people to join our enthusiastic,
friendly group of volunteers to learn about and
share the wonders of rare subtropical rainforest
with people from all over the world.
Sea Acres Manager Janet Cohen said that
volunteers will be trained as Rainforest Guides
to conduct rainforest tours along the 1.3km
elevated boardwalk. An information session for
prospective volunteers will be held on Friday
12 February from 10am to noon and all are
welcome to attend. The information session will
include morning tea, an introduction to guiding
at Sea Acres and a tour along the rainforest
boardwalk.
“Volunteer guides come from all walks
of life and no previous guiding experience is
needed. This year we would also like to hear
from volunteers who enjoy and have experience
working with young people and who would like
to focus on taking educational tours for primary
or secondary school groups,” Ms Cohen said.
“Volunteering as a Sea Acres Guide is a great
way to spend time in a beautiful place, meet

people
and give
p p from all backgrounds
g
g something
g
special to the community and the environment.
An outgoing personality and genuine interest in
nature are needed,” she said.
“Rainforest Guides usually work a regular
morning or afternoon per week, often leading
several groups during that time along the
boardwalk. Volunteers are rostered on a
regular basis but since many guides have other
commitments, these arrangements are flexible.”
Sea Acres Rainforest Centre is located in
Sea Acres Nature Reserve, 5 km south of Port
Macquarie town centre along Pacific Drive. It
protects rare coastal rainforest between Shelly
Beach and Lighthouse Beach, right down to the
ocean.
If you would like to find out more about
this opportunity, please contact the Rainforest
Centre on 6582 3355 between 9am and
4.30pm for details or to register for the
information session. You can also email: janet.
cohen@environment.nsw.gov.au

