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S
ome months ago, Port Macquarie 

Landcare was delighted to be 

approached by the Managing 

Director of Southern Cross Resorts, 

Mr Chris Denny to scope out an innovative 

environmental project on their behalf. He 

wanted The Observatory Hotel to be a leader in 

environmental responsibility and was aiming to 

make it a carbon neutral establishment. Given 

the energy needed to operate an enterprise 

of the Observatory’s dimensions, this was a 

very ambitious objective. (Check it out. The 

Observatory is a large building located directly 

opposite Town Beach.) However, he had a 

range of strategies to reduce the business’ 

environmental footprint. 

Part of the motivation for this program came 

from idealism and a sense of social responsibility.  

But multi-million dollar projects need more than 

that, and the Observatory’s management knew 

it. Chris knew his market well and understood 

that some people would want to live in an 

environmentally responsible way, whether at 

home or on holiday. Those folk could be the 

ones to target for local environmental works.

To achieve this, the Observatory could provide 

opportunities for guests with an environmental 

bent to stay in accommodation powered by 

electricity from renewable sources. In addition, 

with each booking of an Observatory O-Zone 

package, a native plant would be purchased by 

the Observatory for a climate change retreat 

project area that would restore the local Littoral 

Rainforest, that is losing its habitat to coastal 

erosion. This arrangement would allow for both 

the initial plantings and their maintenance.

This is where Landcare came into the 

picture. The Observatory aimed to contribute 

directly to the bush regeneration of land in Port 

Macquarie. They proposed to begin that process 

by purchasing an initial stock of native plants.

Landcare assisted by providing low-cost 

plants and organising working bees. Landcare 

volunteers and Observatory staff would 

participate in the planting and so learn some 

bush regeneration skills and gain ownership of a 

local environmental project.

Of course, Landcare had no authority 

whatever to be ladling out parcels of public land, 

so we took the proposal to the offi cers of Port 

Macquarie-Hastings Council.

One reason for our present municipal 

administration’s fi ne record of public relations 

is that it properly insists on public consultation 

processes. These have been completed with 

regard to the Observatory’s proposal. The site 

selected is just south of Windmill Hill. When 

working on the regeneration project, Landcare 

and the Observatory will of course adhere to all 

guidelines and conditions imposed.  

Additionally, the Council offi cers will want 

to be sure that plantings undertaken remain 

compatible with the micro-environment of the 

restoration site proposed, as well as being an 

attractive and welcome asset to the community.  

Simply putting indigenous plants in the 

ground without consideration for a range of 

factors, such as drought and salt tolerance, 

would be a recipe for disaster on this exposed 

coastal site.

This joint venture of business, Council and 

Landcare will lead to an attractive enhancement 

to an area that at present is not particularly 

valuable for conservation. The area will have 

informative signage highlighting the need 

for climate change retreat areas to help save 

the Littoral Rainforests of our area. Just as 

importantly, from the Observatory’s point of 

view, it will provide publicity in return for its 

generous investment in the community. 

Observatory guests will, in their turn, provide 

other visitors with another area of bushland 

along the coastal walk.

Council welcomes such community-minded 

public-private partnerships, and it is hoped that 

these will in future extend to initiatives beyond 

the Observatory’s project.

Meanwhile, if you own or are managing a 

business in Port Macquarie, why not put your 

thinking cap on and see if participating in a 

new bush regeneration project would improve 

your bottom line while making a wonderful 

contribution to our community.

If you are interested you could contact us 

through our website www.landcareportmac.com.

au or email: nursery@landcareportmac.com.au
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