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n the beginning …
Think back to 1994 and put yourself in
Yvonne Errington’s place. She and husband
Ken, both of whom were working, had a house
bordering a block of land covered by a thick tangle
of Lantana. Poking through were a few old Wattle
trees desperately searching for light and nutrition.
About 200 metres away, not that she could see it,
traffic flowed along Koala Street.
The Erringtons were environmentally aware, and
Yvonne’s first priority was to cut a path through the
Lantana running along the back fence. This, she
hoped would help prevent the weed establishing
itself on their property. Over time, Ken became
involved and together they cleared more Lantana
until, one day, Ken fell through the surface layer.
He discovered, to his surprise and discomfort, deep
water beneath.
Further inquiries by the Erringtons uncovered
some earlier Port Macquarie history. The pond in
Koala Street had been an irrigation reservoir used
by local farmers when the surrounding area was
covered mainly by banana plantations. The initial
depression had been natural and it had overflowed
into a channel leading along the back of Waniora

Parkway and into Kooloonbung Creek. Farmers
had expanded and deepened the depression by
dynamiting it and clearing away rubble on several
occasions. The remains of two old irrigation pumps
were still in position.
Armed with this knowledge and buoyed by
offers of support from Port Macquarie-Hastings
Council, the Erringtons expanded their clearance
activities. Volunteers soon joined them and, with
Council encouragement, Port Macquarie Landcare
was formed in 1997.
Soon the volunteers started other regeneration
programs. This was marvellous for Landcare and
for Port Macquarie, but the Erringtons were left,
once again, tackling the clearance project either
by themselves or with the assistance of one or two
others.
They persevered and cleared the entire area,
except for small stands of residual rainforest, which
they preserved and enhanced with further plants.
This was more challenging than it sounds, given
neither of them had any significant experience with
either native flora or bush regeneration. That they
succeeded brilliantly is another credit it to them
both.

Once they had revealed the full size and beauty
of what is now called The Lilypond, the Erringtons
were hooked. They began applying for financial
grants to purchase building materials. They then
designed and eventually erected a boardwalk
right around the pond, complete with a viewing
platform so that members of the public could enjoy
this pocket of natural beauty. They built structures
in accordance with the strictest engineering and
building standards, passing all inspections – a
remarkable feat for people who were learning
on the job. Apart from the reforestation and
importation of a few additional native plants, the
Erringtons allowed the site to develop naturally.
Regular and magnificent displays of waterlilies in
flower testify to the success of their approach.
They did not stop there. The Lilypond has been
the subject of a five-year bird study, in which
115 species were identified. While the area was
consolidating, the Erringtons installed a series of
tubes in embankments to attract breeding frogs
back into this habitat. Lizards now abound also.
The sunlit waters host eels and other marine
creatures. Possums enjoy the trees overhead and
birds commonly build nests in the springtime.
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Their work continues, with regular sessions of
weeding, eliminating invasive exotic plants, and
maintenance. Regrettably, some people have
occasionally dumped rubbish and even old furniture
at the site, all of which has to be cleared up by
the Erringtons and their volunteer helpers, when
available.
It is difficult to understand what the tossers must
be thinking of. In any case, the end result has been
a pristine restoration of which the community can
be proud.
The Lilypond is open to the public at any time,
so if you feel like an inspiring experience, stop off
in Koala Street, wander around the boardwalk and
enjoy this special gift to our community. Perhaps
you have already done so, either individually
or on a guided tour as a participant in U3A,
Probus, Heritage Week or another group. Yes, the
Erringtons make time to do that as well. You won’t
be surprised to learn that Yvonne and Ken were
made Honorary Life Members of Port Macquarie
Landcare Inc on 14 July 2009. The framed
certificate is displayed proudly on their lounge room
wall.
Contributed by Roy Sach.

